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Spooked

ately, the House has been at some

4

yboy. ;

Rep. Chalmers P. Wytie (R-Ohio) led
the crusade to save the blind from what
he called “talk about wanton idleness or

that it
doeen’t like the way the world is going.
President Reagan, after the Flight 847
hostages were home from Beirut,
jocosely expressed the legi }
mood: “After seeing Rambo last night,
I'll know how to do it next time.”

to the Nicaraguan contras, military
intervention in Nicaragua and other
dubious ideas from the White House.
But in the interest of being macho, they
have surrendered.

Now the House is haunted. The
members jump when a leaf drops. They
see ghosts of future opponents pointing
a bony finger and shrieking, “Wimp,”
“Pinko” or, it seems, in the Playboy
case, “porn-freak.”

' so they have voted to help the -
resistance in Cambodia, even though
they can’t be sure the money won't fall
into the hands of Pol Pot, the
Hitler-class butcher who for present
purposes becomes a freedom fighter.

Of all the daffy things the House has
done lately, none matches lifting the
ban on covert aid to the rebels in
Angola. It was no surprise that Rep.
Robert K. Dornan (R-Calif.) was leading
the charge. But by his side was, of all
people, Rep. Claude Pepper (D-Fla.), an
octogenarian who usuallyﬁ‘f::s for
presence of Cuban troops in Angola is
s2id to have fired him up.

Dornan cried out that a vote to end
the tion— s in

tries.

"~ Rep. Boward E. Wolpe (D-Mich.)
noted that Jonas Savimbi, leader of the
antigovernment forces in Angola, isn’t
the genuine article as a warrior for
democracy, since he told Wolpe that he
is not at home with Soviet
Communism—he prefers the stricter
Chinese model.

But the House meekly went along.

Never mind that they torpedoed the
one set of faintly promising diplomatic
negotiations being conducted by the
Reagan administration. Angola has

promised to send the Cubans home if ._

South Africa withdraws from Namibia.
Two days after the House vote, Angola
walked out of the talks.

Never mind that the House gave a
pat on the back to the government of
South Africa. an allv of Savimbi.
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The funny thi mnf'}ne_mbers’
panic, says Rep. illiams
(D-Mont.), is that it is not shared by the
public. The country is in a

frame of mind and doesn’t want to get
into a war, even-against Playboy in
Braille. “There’s a political full moon
out there someplace,” muses Williams,
“but only we in the House see it. We
are certainly the only ones out there
howling.”

Williams thinks there’s an unusual
role reversal: The frantic members go
home and are calmed by their
constituents. “When that tide starts to
rofl, whether liberal or conservative, it
washes members in front of it,” he
says—about the best explanation he can
give of the current madness,
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